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1. I thank CNIE for the invitation to be on this panel, as CNIE and our Geneva Agape Founda-

tion cooperate since a number of years. I am involved in women’s rights as a development 

practitioner (Executive Director of ‘Bread for all’ 1992-2004, President of microfinance insti-

tutions 1999-2008 etc.) ) and as professor of ethics on three continents since over four dec-

ades. My Gender Director of ‘Bread for all’ was member of the Swiss delegation at the 

Fourth World Conference on Women in 1995 in Beijing.  

2. There is enormous progress in women’s rights around the globe in the last three decades since 

the UN Beijing conference 1995. Women in leadership positions in UN, in private sector, in 

universities, in research and more    

3. It is a standard that NGO’s around the globe have to show in their funding applications the 

gender component and benefit for and with women, otherwise a funding is normally no more 

give.     

4. However, much has still to be done for gender equality and women’s rights. Patriarchal struc-

tures and values are deeply rooted. With conservative trends globally, male-dominated struc-

tures are even strengthened again.  

5. I am the only man on this prominent panel on women’s rights. One of my efforts is to moti-

vate men to be engaged in women’s rights. Women’s rights are a Human Right obligation for 

women and men.  History shows, that women are too often deprived of their rights if men do 

not support these efforts. Of course, it cannot be a top-down approach that men generously 

give women rights. Women claim and have taken their rights, often with great engagement 

and sacrifice. Men need to overcome their resistance.  

6. Dominance (of men over women) may be experienced as a short-term gain for men, but in 

mid- and long-term it is a lose-lose situation. On the other hand, Partnership of women and 

men is a win-win-situation. This has to be experienced in daily life. The domination model is 

prominent in current geopolitics. The partnership model is the ethical alternative from family 

to nation-building to geopolitics.  

7. Women are not automatically better and rights cannot be dependent on performance! Humans 

have rights just because they are humans, independent of race, intelligence, gender, religion, 

wealth or poverty and ideology. Rights independent from performance and characteristics.   

8. Human Rights are an expression of human dignity of every human being. Human Rights – 

and Women’s Rights are an important part of it – are a key to unfold the full potential of hu-

man beings. And this full potential of every human being is needed more than ever in the 

struggle for a sustainable, peaceful world. China – especially in the last thirty years – shows 

big progress in Women’s rights and is well ahead of many other countries and cultures.  
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